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Narrating patient histories in Hippocratic medicine.

The example of the wife of Theodorus

Epidemics 7.25 (Jouanna 67.5-68.10=5.394-8)

1 Kai 1 Ogoddpov o@ddpa &v mupetd,
aipoppaying yevouévng, xemdvos. Anéavrog
d¢ tod mupetod mepi devtépny, OV TOAD
Votepov, mAgvpol 6e&lol ¢ Gmd VOTEPEDV
Bapog: kol mpdrov 08 Eyeydvel, Kol TAG
gyopévag M 0dvvn katd otiifog dswvn Kol
TALPOV 8e&10V- TUPLOUEVT), EYGAOCE.

Tetoprain, t& dAyAuoto, TO  mveduo
TokvOTEpOV:  Gpmpin  uoAg  Gvamveovon
Uneovpiler KMoin  Omrin, €mioTpépector

Yorem®dG € vOkTo O&VTEPOG O TLPETOG, Kol
Mipog Bpayg éyéveto. 3 TTéuntn npoi, 86Ket
Ambrepoc eivar:  idpdtiov dnd  petdmov
KoTEXVON OAlyoV TpdTOV, EMELTA TOADY YPOVOV
&g Ohov 10 odua kol woédag pera 8¢ todTa
806Kel ovT] Keyohokéval TO TP MV 88 TPOG
xelpa  yoypotepov 1O oduos ol S év
KPOTAQOIot Kol udAhov €MV Kol vedUa.
TUKVOTEPOV- KOl VteAnpel dAhOTE Kol GAAOTE:
Kol Thvt® nl 10 yeipov. 4 TAdooo Sl TEAEOC
Aevkn Ainv- ] te PNé ok évijv, Ot un Tprrain
Kol epmtaln OAlyov ypdvov: Slya ok &vijv,
nTUouOg 88 Mv- vmotain Kod mepntain dAiyov

xpévov- Slya ovk évijv: mrooudg 8& Mv-

The wife of Theodorus, greatly in fever,ql

hemorrhage having occurred, in winter. The
fever abated the second day; shortly
afterwards she had heaviness of the right side,
as from the womb. This was the first time it
had happened, and on succeeding days the
With

fomentations on the right side she improved.

pain in the chest was terrible.

On the fourth day, the pains; the breathing
quicker. Her trachea whistled as she breathed
with difficulty. She lay on her back; difficulty
turning over. Towards night the fever grew
more acute. There was, briefly, delirious talk.
Early on the fifth day the fever seemed more
mild. Sweat poured from her forehead,
briefly at first, then for a long period over her
whole body and feet. After this she thought
the burning had grown less, and her body was
cooler to the touch, but the vessels at the
temples jumped more, her breath was more
rapid, she talked deliriously from time to
time, and all signs changed for the worse.
Throughout, the tongue was extremely white;
there was no cough except on the third and

fifth day for a short time. There was no thirst,
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vroxovoplov Se1ov ceddpo. EmMpbn mept TV

TEUTLTNV, PETA O& HOABaKADTEPOV.

Yroydpnoig tprrain amo Baiaviov ko6mpov
OMyNG, méumTn Ay Vypov dAiyov: koAin 8¢
Aamopy - odpa. 6TPVEVE, dmoetdéa. "Oupota dg
KOMAOONG YoAen®dS GvEPAene Kol mepEPepE. S
ITéumtn &g vokrta yorendgkai Afjpoc. “Exty
oA TV aOTHV OpNV el TABovcav dyopnv
10pOG TOLVAVE KOTEYEITO" GO LETMTOV TPYETO
€¢ OAov 10 oduo. TOADY YpOVoV: EUPPOVOS
dtetibeto T Ewvtijg. TIpog pécsov &° MUEPNMS
opddpa EMpet, Kol Ta Tii¢ katayvélog opoto
Bapitepa 8¢ 10 Kotd TOV YPdTO TAvVTa. TIpdg
8¢ v €omépny 1 kvnun TG €K Tiig KAtvng
KoTEPPUN: Kol T@ mandi mapaAdyws Nreiinceé
1€ Kol TOAYV €oldmnoe Kol &G movyinv

petéPaire.

ITepi 8¢ 1OV mpdTOV Vvov diya ToAA: pavin:
Kol avekdO1le kol toict Tapeodotv Erotdopeito
Koi oAV dmecidnnoe Kol év fovyin qv- Kod
gdoxkel v €midowov viOkTa KekmpaticBot
700G & 09OaALOLG 0V Evvijyev. 6 Eal & nuépnv
URekPIveTo T TAEIGTO, VEDpaoLY, dtpepilovoa
TO GO0 KA1 KOTAVOEOVGA, EMEIKENG” TTAALY OE
1dpig v avtv Gpnv: ouoing ol dedaiuol
Kotnoel, €¢ 10 kat® Prépopov updiiov
gykeipevor, atevifovteg <O KEKOPOUEVD: TO.
Aevkd 1@V OQBUAUGY Myp. Kol vekpmdOea: Kol

70 TV YpdUL GYPOV Kol peravEoV: Ti xepl Ta.

but expectoration. The right hypochondrium
was much swollen on the fifth day but

afterwards softer.

Some solid excrement on the third day after

a suppository. On the fifth again, a little |3

liquid. The belly soft. Urine astringent, like
fig juice. The eyes as of one who is weary.
She had difficulty seeing things and looking
about. On the fifth day towards night,

difficulty and delirious talk. On the sixth, |3

again, at the same hour that of the filling of
the marketplace, much sweat poured from
her. It went from the forehead to the whole
body for a long time. She conducted herself
rationally. Towards midday, however, she
talked very deliriously, the chilling was
similar but she had greater heaviness all over
the body. Towards evening her lower leg
slipped out of bed, she threatened her child
irrationally and again fell silent, changed into

quiescence.

About the first sleep, thirst. Much delirium:
she sat up and rebuked those who were there.
Again she felt silent and remained quiescent.
She seemed to be in a coma the rest of the
night. She did not close her eyes. Towards
day she answered mostly with nods, her body
unmoving, reasonably alert. Again the sweat
at the same hour. The eyes similarly
downcast, leaning more on the lower lid,
staring, torpid, the whites of the eyes
yellowish and corpselike. Her whole color

yellowish and dark. Mostly reaching with her
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nvovon) €yivovro Gmerdtile Kol dvo €g TV
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Yyoyxpov:  avemndar  ékekplyer  EUaiveror
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™V KTV 00pOV VOAILOV.

hand towards the wall or the bedclothes. The
gurgling occurred when she drank, and she

spurted it out and brought it up through her |¢

nose. She plucked at the blankets, and kept
her face covered up. After the sweats her
hands were like ice. Cold sweat persisted.
Body cold to the touch. She jumped up, cried
out, raved. Breathing very rapid. She
developed trembling in the hands. At the
point of death she twitched. She died on the
seventh day. She urinated a little in her bed
on the sixth day in the night. The urine was

picked up on a twig, sticky, like semen.

Sleepless all nights. After the sixth day

bloody urine.
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