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David LEITH

A new Hippocratic commentary from Oxyrhynchus

[Hippocrates], Epidemics |1 13.2 (ii 684.10-688.8 L.)

21Anodg kel i ToU mAaTaudvog mAnciov tév Evalkidew. ék kétmwv kai méTwv kai yvuvaciwov
akaipwv mip EAaBev. fpEato 8¢ moveiv kai dogliv: kai kepaliis Pdpog kai TpaxrAou ouvtaols. [Ist
day] &md 8¢ kothing T mpeoTn XoAdea, &kpnta, Emagpa, katakopéa oA SifjAbev: olpa péhava,
uéAawav Umdotactv éxovrta, Siwwdng, yA@ooa emiEnpog, vukTods oudtv ékowrifn. [2nd day] Seutépn
TUpeTds OEUs, Blaxwpruata TAeiw, AemTodTEpa, Emagpa, oUpa péAava, vikta Suopdpws, OUIKpa
Tapékpouae. [3rd day] Tpitn TAvTa Tapwuvln: Umoxovdpiou cUvTaOols €€ AUPOTEPLOV TTAPAUTIKTS
TPOs dUPaAdy, UTOA&TTapos: laxwpnuaTa AeTTd, UtopéAava, olpa BoAepd, UmopéAava, vwukTos
oudtv éxounifn, Adyor moAAoi, yéAws, wdr, kaTéxew ouk NdUvaTto. [4th day] Tetdptn ik TGOV
aUtcv. [5th day] méumtn diaxwpriuaTta dkpnta, xoAwdea, Acla, Aitapd, oUpa AemTd, Sapavéa:
ouikpa kaTevéel. [6th day] EkTn mepl kepaAnv ouikpd éidpwoev, &xpea yuxpd, TeAdVE, ToAUs
BAnoTtpiopds, amod kolAing oudtv BifAbev, oUpa éméoTn, TupeTds OFVs. [7th day] £B8dun &ewvos,
dxpea oUkéTI Guebepuaiveto, olpnoev oudév. [8th day] oyddn (Bpwoev 81 SAou Yuxpdd: éEavbrinaTta
HETA 1Bp&dTOS Epubpd, oTpoyyUAa, ouikpa olov fovBoi, Tapéuevev, ov kabioTtaTto: &md 8¢ kolAing
£peBIOUE OUIKPG KOTTpava AeTITE, ola &TeTTa, TOAA& Birjel peTa TTdvou: olUpel HET OBUVNSs Sakvcddea:
dxpea opkpa avebeppaiveTto, Utvol Aemtol, KwopaTadns, &pwvos, oUpa Aemta Siapavéa. [gth day]
gvaTn S1& TV autdv. [10th day] dekdTn ToTa OUK E8€XETO, KwuUaTwdns, Umvol Aertoi &md 8¢
kolAing duoia, olpnoev &bpdov Umdmaxy: kewévw UTdoTaots kpiuwaddng Aeukr], &kpea TAA Wuxpd.
[11th day] évBekdtn &méBavev. ¢€ dpxiis TOUTW kai Sid TéAeog Tvelua dpaidv, uéya. Umoxovdpiou
maAudg ovvexrg, NAkin cog mept étea efkoow.

Silenus lived on the flat area near Eualcidas’ place. After fatigue, drinking and ill-timed exercise, fever took

hold of him. He began to feel pain also in the loins, and there was heaviness of the head and tension of the

neck. From his bowels on the first day there passed bilious, unmixed, frothy, dark-coloured and copious

stools. Urine with dark sediment. Thirsty, tongue dry. At night no sleep. On the second day acute fever,

stools more copious, thinner, frothy, dark urine, uncomfortable night, slightly out of his mind. On the third
day everything intensified. Tightness of the hypochondrium stretching on both sides towards the navel,
without distention. On the fourth day the same. On the fifth day stools unmixed, bilious, smooth, greasy,
urine thin and clear. Lucid intervals. On the sixth day a little sweat on the head, extremities cold and livid,
much tossing about, no bowel movements, urine stopped, acute fever. On the seventh day refusal to
speak, extremeties could no longer be warmed, no urine. On the eighth day cold sweat all over. Red,
round, small spots, like acne, with sweat, which persisted and did not stop. From the bowels, with a little
stimulation, thin, as if unconcocted, copious stools came accompanied by pain. Acrid urine with irritation.
Extremities warmed up a little, light sleep, comatose, refusal to speak, urine thin and clear. On the ninth
day the same. On the tenth day would not accept drink, comatose, light sleep. From the bowels similar

stools, urine plentiful and thick. When it settled its sediment was like coarse meal and white. Extremities

again cold. On the eleventh day he died. From the beginning and right to the end his breathing had been

rare and deep. Continual throbbing of the hypochondrium. Age about twenty.




@py{fa@;@@ nova [F@p@gpg

7% Giornata di Studio di Papirologia
Universita degli Studi di Parma, 22 maggio 2013

P. Oxy. inedit. (draft translation)
column1

[lemma 1] ‘..., light sleep. From the bowels similar stools. Urine plentiful, sediment like coarse meal, white,
and again extremities cold. On the eleventh day he died. From the beginning and right to the end his
breathing had been rare and deep. Continual throbbing of the hypochondrium. Age about twenty.

[commentary: criticism 1] Asclepiades, as | said, described the condition of the disease and the cause in
each part, [... the] accompanying (symptoms). But to us, who prefer to [find out?] only the treatment by
itself, the practice is naturally irritating. For based on what is self-evident it was always possible [for
anyone] to get some [account] of the disease, even if not a clear one. [criticism 2] However, he
concentrated [too much] on paroxysms and intervals and on those things <by which> we shall be able to
measure out each of the things that are prescribed. But in these words spoken by Hippocrates, he once
again did not easily find anything so extensive, but (sc. Hippocrates was) like someone wishing to run
through or describe the most serious (symptoms) and those which killed the man (i.e. Silenus), just as the
events of the disease seemed to [have occurred?]. [criticism 3] And what is more, the practice of [setting
out?] what happened to Silenus, but telling us his treatment as if he were going to visit him every day,
pretending to know nothing of the outcome, [imparts?] ugliness and shame to the account ...

column 2
.. hecessity ... are interested in medicine ... be connected to ... .

[lemma 2] Silenus lived on the flat area near Eualcidas’ place. After fatigue, drinking and ill-timed exercise,
fever took hold of him. He began to feel pain also in the loins, and there was heaviness of the head and
tension of the neck. From his bowels on the first day there passed bilious, unmixed, frothy, dark-coloured
and copious stools. Urine with black sediment. Thirsty, tongue dry. At night no sleep.

[commentary] ... strong ... people ... offered ... causes ... in moist ... flux of the bowels ... alleviation ... and
evacuation ... . Therefore it happened that (?) ... mistaken ... was mistaken ... compensation ... people ...
exercise ... sweat from the ... head ... much ...
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P. Oxy. ined. i 24-42
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Bév padicwc TocoUTov elp[e|v
T&]Aw, &AN’ coctrep EmSpa(u]eiv
TiJvoc Boulopévou T xaAe-
T TaTa kai &veAdvta TOV &v-
30 Bpco]mov 1} Binyrcacha(i] kaba-
TEP] TA KATA TV VOCOV EOIKEV
Inbfjvar. kai pnv kai TO

Jévai pév T cupBavTta gkT10]évan’?

TR 2NNV, Aéyew 8¢ v -

35 miu]éAeiav cocavel kab’ rué-
pav] eiciévTa TPoOC aUTOV Trol-
oUpE]vov UNdEV YEIVCICKELY
TV &|moBdvTev, ducwiav

k]ai Sucxépeiav T Ady e Tt

40 JaAhou [ 1 [T xal ]

1.0 Jual

Galen, On Medical Experience 28.3 (ed. & trans. R. Walzer)
Asclepiades’ account of phrenitis:

‘Burning fever inflames the membranes of the brain, and it results from this that the corpuscles make their
way to the finely divided part (to leptomeres), or those of them which do so become extremely fast and
violent in motion all at once; this is followed by an obstruction of the corpuscles in the pores, which causes
the disease known as phrenitis. Thereupon what lies beneath the cartilages spreads upwards, being
attracted by the finely divided part. Now, when the very numerous corpuscles rise and rub against the
resisting parts, they are repelled. After this they return to the roomy parts which are capable of receiving
them, and for this reason the bowels are loosened. Since this is the case, it is therefore necessary for the
origin of the burning fever and its accompanying symptoms to come first, after which phrenitis follows,
then comes the upward attraction of the regions of the cartilages and the phrenitis is followed by the
loosening of the bowels.’
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Celsus, De Medicina 3.4.12, 15

Hippocrates, when the fever ended on any other than an odd day, was accustomed to fear that it would
come back. Asclepiades has justly attacked this as false, and he said that no day is more or less dangerous
to patients for being even or odd. For sometimes even days are the worse, and it is more suitable to give
food after paroxysms on these days. ... But in these matters indeed the Pythagorean numbers, then quite
famous, deceived the ancient physicians, since here also the doctor ought not to count days, but observe
the actual paroxysms, and from these infer when food should be given.

Galen, Commentary on Hippocrates’ In the Surgery 1.pref. [xviii/B.631-632 K.]

TéTTOapec 8¢ eictv auTV, dvo utv eic dmavta BiRAla ImmokpdTouc ypdgovTtec UtropvrjuaTta Zebgic Te
kal HpakAeidnce, ok eic mavta 8¢ Bakyeioc kai AckAnmiddne <dAA& ta> Suc|Adyicta

&AA& T& add. H. von Staden

There are four of them [i.e. previous commentators on the Hippocratic In the Surgery]: two, Zeuxis and
Heraclides, who wrote commentaries on all of Hippocrates’ books, and Bacchius and Asclepiades, (who
wrote commentaries) not on all, <but only on the> obscure ones.



