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Title:  The Certainty of Death and Taxes: Greek and Coptic Tax Receipts in Byzantine and Umayyad Egypt
Abstract:  This paper considers the tax receipts for Byzantine and Umayyad Egypt, in Greek and Coptic.  It discusses the standard language of the Greek chancery tax receipt as well as the Greek short form receipt that was developed in the sixth century.  Then it turns to the language of the Coptic receipts, and the mix of languages employed by those documents.  Most of the Coptic tax receipts, for example, use the Greek terms (but not necessarily Greek grammatical rules) for official positions and the specific tax collected.  The amount paid is often spelled out in both Greek and Coptic.  The receipt language itself generally uses a Coptic vocabulary.  Administrative documents, unlike most personal legal documents, continued to be written in both Greek and Coptic after Arab conquest.  This paper looks to the sender and recipient of the post-conquest tax receipts to search for patterns defining the choice of language.   It also uses this information to consider the role which private parties played in the collection of taxes, and how this changed over time. 
The specific documents that will be highlighted include the following:  SB XIV 11377, CPR VII 29, P.Cair. Masp. I 67038, P. Oxy. XVI 1902, P.Berl. Cohen 20, O.Heid. 449, P.Lond. III 1315 (b) (S. 275), P.Poethke 38, SB Kopt. III 1423 and 1427, O. Brit. Mus. Copt. II 15, O. Ashm. Copt. 6 and 13, SB Kopt. I 248 and 255.
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